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Having recently attended the GamBased Learning 09

conference, RSC Northwest eLearning Adviser Anita Holt
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| am always interested in exploring ways which would help
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really triggered my interest. In my attempt find out more | :

attended GameBased Learning 09 in London. Ebooks for F€ollection 15

available to UK FE colleges

At the conference | was inspired by enthusiastic teachers
talking about how games such as Nintendo Brain Training h4

their pupils practising times tables at home, not to become
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how Guitar Hero has inspired pupils to write song lyrics Regional Support Centre -
and poetry; how Wiibledon (a Nintendo Wii version of Northwest  JISC

Continued on page 2...



Find out more
about the game
based
learning...

You can read more about
game based learning and
the Game Based Learning
09 Conference at

You can rea¥iva Game
Based Learning!;raarticle
by Derek Robertson at
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Wimbledon), had been used to develop skills for Business,
Design, Sports, English, Maths. The list goes on, albeit main
at primary and secondary school level, but without too much
imagination it was easy to see how such examples would
apply at higher levels.

There was much debate about what type of games should be
used, whether games developed with a specific learning goa
in mind were best or whether off the shelf games, such as
Guitar Hero, should be explored for learning potential.
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Adviser for Emerging Technologies and Learning, and his
team of inspiring teachers, discussed innovative ways in
which offthe-shelf games were being used in their
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designed around the principles that underpin the most

SFFSOGAGBS GSIOKAYy3I FyR £SIN
322R (Sl OKSNA (KSe KI @S G(GKS

I was fascinated watching clips of comments from learners.
Reluctant writers talked about being inspired to write
because of the worlds and images they became immersed in
Learners identified as having lesser abilities in maths talked
about being more confident and able in mental maths.
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young people have, but anyone who has witnessed a young
person playing a game such as Championship Manager for
hours at a time would probably disagree. Young people can
concentrate, it just depends what task they have been given.

This article is not suggesting that the way forward is to let
learners play games all day rather than do coursework; the
intention is to provoke some thought about the educational
possibilities of popular games. Some of our North West
learning providers have already recognised benefits in using
games consoles such as the Nintendo Wii and DS Lite, and
have successes that they can highlight.

Imagine basing the whole key skills curriculum around a
Guitar Hero tournament, or teaching Business Skills using
Championship Manageyis gamebased learning another
passing phase, or is it set to change the way we teach?



Welcome to the
July 2009 issue of
the RSC Northwest
newsletter...

RSC Northwest
eLearning Focus

...from Andrew Quarmby, RSC Northwest Manager

| have recently taken part in a number of meetings in
Learning Providers where there has been widenging
discussion of policy, communication and management
structures to support the effective use of ILT.

I have no doubt that achieving consistency of practice and a
high level of effective use of learning technologies is, to a
large extent, dependent on high quality strategic thinking

and management. It is also important that there is a Our previous RSC NW
coherent articulation of this in the strategies and policies of newsletters can be
learning providers. accessed online in the

Newsletter Archive
However, we also all know the difference that can be made RN lo)tRo|Re T A= 1= XE1E

by a charismatic manager through the power of conviction
and personal example. No doubt you can all think of one.

The same goes for impact on learners. eLearning is a
significant element of inspiring teaching. It takes the
possibilities of our age, which run ahead of us, and releaseqd
their richness. | am sure we all learn better from those who
inspire our curiosity at the same time as managing our
learning in a structured way.

The newsletters, which
can be viewed page by
page, at full size, have
been created for reading
online using Issuua free
online publications
service. You can find out
more about Issuu at

That is why at RSC Northwest we are equally pleased to be
involved in meetings where teachers share with each other
the things which have worked for them. It is here that
personal enthusiasms can become infectious and the
dynamics which underpin policy can surge forward.

Alternatively, you can
download the newsletters
from the Newsletter
Archive in pdf format.

It is also refreshing when senior staff share these processes
We all want our organisations to be freninners. Having
feet on the ground is a an essential precursor!
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Do you want to discuss
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on our website or
eMagazine, or heard

about in one of our
podcasts?

Well now you can,
through our Moodle
discussion forums.

You can access these at
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to our Moodle over the
summer period, including
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keep you informed!

AccessApps wins award, and

e BdliAppssieirdraduced

In Volume 8 Issue 1 of the RSC NW newsletter we featured
AccessAppsopen source and freeware portable
applications- developed by the Scottish Regional Support
Centres in ceoperation with JISC TechDis.

We are pleased to report that AccessApps has recently
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IMS Learning Impact Conference.

AccessApps is designed to give learners the assistive
technalagy tools they need to experience learning in the way
that suits them, when they need it. The applications run

from a USB stick.

AccessApps is now one of
three collections of tools,
under the umbrella of
EduApps The two additional
recent collections are:

LearnApps for learners. Free software tools (and even
some games) which will help learners in their studies.

TeachApps for teachers. Free tools for all learners
plus a few things that teachers might watlike portable
versions of Virtual Learning Environments.

You can access information on EduApps, and a link to the
downioad page aivww.rsc-ne-scotland.ac.uk/eduapps

You can see details about the AccessApps award, and the
other Learning Impact Award winners at
www.imsglobal.org/learningimpact2009/
lia2009winners.html



Jorum launches Open Educational
Resources (OER) Deposit Tool

> m
- J 0 r u Helping to build a community for sharing

The Jorum team has celebrated the unveiling of the OER

Deposit Tool at the RSC Northwest Annual Event. Visitors
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bringing along Open Educational Resources to try out
the new tool and
provide comments and
feedback.
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using the Jorum OER
Deposit Tool are able to
upload learning and
teaching resources  to
be stored for safe

+ keeping until the launch
1 of JorumOpen, which
makes use of Creative
Commons licensing. Once launched, all resources received
will automatically be available via open access.

Jorum Learning & Teaching Competition

The Jorum Learning & Teaching Competition, launched in
May, will be the first time Jorum has hosted a competition
on a national scale.

The competition, which is running in conjunction with the
ALTC conference in September, is asking for the submissio
of exciting and innovative learning and teaching resources
that have been created under a Creative Commons licence
to showcase at the conference.

Prizes of £300, £200 and £100, kindly donated by Intrallect,
will be awarded to the top three resources submitted.
There is still time to enter; entries close by 3rd July 2009
and winners will be announced by 31st July 2009.

You can access further informationvatvw.jorum.ac.uk

If you are interested in
J'the video
presentations from the
JISC RSC 'Smarter
Greener Learning'
Conference featured
in the last newsletter-
which took place in
Edinburgh on 22nd April
are available online.

The PowerPoint
presentations from the
conference have been
synchronised with the
video. This is available
via Internet Explorer
only as these require
ActiveX controls.

You can access the
presentations at




RSC Northwest HE Conference
proves to be a stimulating day

Supporting student transition to Higher Education

The RSC Northwest HE
focused conference
took place on 3rd June
2009, at the Leyland
Hotel, Leyland.

The conference was set
up primarily with HE in
FE providers in mind,
and proved to be a
successful event, with
delegates engaging
enthusiastically in a
range of discussions
and workshops.

The themes of the
conference centred
around approaches
for supporting the
development of
academic skills and
outlook required to
study at HE level; and
providing appropriate
induction and pastoral
support for students
new to Higher
Education.

The opening presenter
was Karla Benske from

Glasgow Caledonian
University, Manager of the Moving Forward Projeat
project which is built on the outcomes of the Scottish
Enhancement Themes Initiative relating to the student first
year experience www.enhancementthemes.ac.uk/
themes/FirstYear



